
Under the auspices of H.E. Karel Schwarzenberg, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
Czech Republic.

Prague, 18 October 2010
Venue: Mirror Hall, Černín Palace, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Czech Republic

International roundtable seminar organized jointly by the Association for International 
Affairs and the Centre for Eastern Studies (OSW) with the kind support of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic, the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung, the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization and the Embassy of the Republic of Poland in 
Prague.

Russia, West and Security 
in Europe at the Beginning 
of the 21st Century





Conference Synopsis
The year 2010 is marked by the adoption of new strategic documents by two key European 
security players: In February, Russian president Dmitry Medvedev unveiled the new Russian 
military doctrine. It immediately raised concerns in the West due to its incorporation of NATO – 
especially the deployment of its installations in close proximity to Russia – in the list of relevant 
security threats. In the meantime, the Alliance itself has been discussing its future strategic 
direction and the new Strategic Concept is to be unveiled in November. These debates have, 
among other things, been marked by a resurgent interest in territorial defence and the importance 
of Article 5, with Russia playing the role of a potential threat. 

These developments hardly fit in the desired “reset” of relations with Russia promoted by the 
Obama administration. However, they also need to be put in a broader context. The inclusion 
of NATO into the Russian military strategy may not be relevant beyond the usual rituals of the 
country’s defence establishment. And despite the renewed emphasis on Article 5, most signals 
about the shape of the new Strategic Concept indicate that the document will not depart radically 
from the current practice which focuses on non-state threats and out-of-area operations. 

There are also other factors which shape the relations between Russia and the West in a powerful 
- if indirect - way. The global financial crisis and subsequent economic downturn fell hard on the 
members of the Euro-Atlantic community and Russia alike while mostly sparing the rising Asian 
powers. If the center of gravity of the international order is shifting towards the Pacific, does 
it make any sense to weaken the position of both Russia and the West by indulging in mutual 
conflict? And, indeed, is it not the case that the forces of globalization highlight the necessity for an 
altogether different, novel approach to security than the one offered by those still ready to declare 
Russia or the West an enemy?

This conference will try to answer these questions by focusing on three specific issues. Firstly, the 
panelists will share their views on the relationship between Russia and NATO, its future potential 
and possible pitfalls. They will discuss the prospects for cooperation against the backdrop of 
the unveiling of new strategic documents. Similarly, the conference will aim to explain to what 
extent the current tensions are grounded in reality, or rather rhetorically constructed. Secondly, 
the conference will assess the 2008 Russian proposal for a new security architecture in Europe, 
evaluate its relevance, contemplate possible implications for NATO and other European security 
organizations and discuss possible alternatives. Last but not least, participants will focus on the 
contemporary security environment and threats it generates. Whether or not Russia and the West 
succeed in developing a common understanding of the “new security threats” might determine the 
future course of their relations for the years to come. 

Tomáš Karásek,

Director of the Research Center, Association for International Affairs
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Sessions
Session I – Russia and NATO: Friends or Foes?
Russia’s new military doctrine identifies NATO as one of the major threats to Russia. At the same 
time, part of the discussions about the new NATO Strategic Concept was devoted to the issue 
of ‘re-energizing’ Article 5 and contingency planning for the defence of the territory of Allies from 
Central and Eastern Europe. However, until November this year, it still remains to be seen whether 
Russia’s security weariness of NATO will be reflected in the Alliance’s new Strategic Concept. So 
how are different views and biases shaping the relationship between Russia, a major European 
security actor, and the World’s most powerful military alliance? And what are the prospects of 
resumed cooperation within the framework of NATO-Russia Council? 

Session II – New Security Architecture for Europe: Looking 
for the Architect
In 2008, Russia presented a proposal to overhaul the European security architecture. The 
document known as Medvedev’s Initiative has to a large extent been inspired by the Final Act 
of Helsinki Conference in 1975 but offered little in substance. Being drafted in a rather vague 
language, the new Russian initiative raised doubts whether it is a seriously intended contribution 
to ongoing dicscussions on European security architecture, or rather a deliberate attempt to 
undermine NATO. Should the West, relying on NATO (and, to an increasing extent, the European 
Union’s security and defence arrangements), take Medvedev’s proposal seriously? What are the 
pros and cons of the proposal? Shall we continue to build our security around NATO, or opt for 
a more general security architecture along the lines of the OSCE? And finally, should Russia be 
offered NATO membership?

Session III – New Security Challenges: Views from Brussels 
and Moscow
Terrorism, proliferation of the weapons of mass destruction, regional conflicts, failed states and 
organized crime have dominated the security agenda of strategic documents adopted in the West 
since the beginning of the new millenium. They have more recently been joined by an additional 
set of “new” security challenges, such as cybersecurity or the need for the protection of sea lanes. 
But does a true transatlantic consensus exist in this regard, one upon which a coherent strategy 
and subsequent action can be based? How does the double-hatting of EU/NATO membership 
influence the assessment of security environment by their members? Are security threats 
perceived similarly beyond the Euro-Atlantic community? Or does Russia still stick to the more 
traditional, state-based and territory-conditioned concept of threats? Is this the reason why it 
continues to view NATO enlargement as a principal security threat? And is there a path for finding 
a shared view between Russia and the West?
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The Meeting is held under the Chatham House Rule

Chatham House Rule

„When a meeting, or part thereof, is held under the Chatham House Rule, participants are free to 
use the information received, but neither the identity nor the affiliation of the speaker(s), nor that of 
any other participant, may be revealed“.

The Chatham House Rule originated at Chatham House with the aim of providing anonymity to 
speakers and to encourage openness and the sharing of information. It is now used throughout 
the world as an aid to free discussion. Meetings do not have to take place at Chatham House, or 
be organized by Chatham House, to be held under the Rule.
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Programme
Prague, 18 October 2010
Venue: Mirror Hall, Černín Palace, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Czech Republic

9:00 - 9:20  REGISTRATION

9:30 - 9:50  OPENING SESSION
   Jiří Schneider, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Czech Ministry of Foreign  
   Affairs

   Maria Staszkiewicz, Director, Association for International Affairs

   Adam Eberhardt, Centre for Eastern Studies

   Hubert Gehring, Resident Representative of the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung in  
   the Czech Republic and Slovakia

10:00 - 11:15 SESSION I – RUSSIA AND NATO: FRIENDS OR  
   FOES?
Chair:
Adam Eberhardt, Deputy Director, Centre for Eastern Studies, Warsaw 

Speakers:
Petr Luňák, NATO Public Diplomacy Division, Brussels 
Andrei Piontkovsky, Leading Researcher, Institute for System Studies, Moscow 
Dmitry Danilov, Deputy Director, Institute of Europe, Russian Academy of Science, Moscow 

11:15 - 11:30  COFFEE BREAK

11:30 - 12:45 SESSION II – NEW SECURITy ARCHITECTURE  
   FOR EUROPE: LOOKING FOR THE ARCHITECT
Chair:
Tomáš Karásek, Association for International Affairs, Prague 

Speakers:
Marek Menkiszak, Head of Russian Programme, Centre for Eastern Studies, Warsaw 
Arkady Moshes, Director, Russia in the Regional and Global Context Research Programme, 
Finnish Institute of International Affairs, Helsinki 
Derek L. Averre, Director, Centre for Russian and East European Studies, University of 
Birmingham, Birmingham 

12:45 - 13:30  LUNCH
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Programme
13:30 - 14:45 SESSION III – NEW SECURITy CHALLENGES:  
   VIEWS FROM BRUSSELS AND MOSCOW
Chair:
yury Fedorov, Associate Fellow, Association for International Affairs, Prague / Chatham House, 
London 

Speakers:
Fraser Cameron, Director, EU-Russia Centre, Brussels 
Dmitry Suslov, Deputy Director of the Center for European and International Studies, School of 
International Economics and Foreign Affairs of the State University - Higher School of Economics, 
Moscow 
Peter Duncan, Senior Lecturer, School of Slavonic and East European Studies, University College 
London, London

14:45 - 15:00  COFFEE BREAK

15:00 - 16:30  WRAP-UP SESSION

19:00 - late  BUFFET DINNER
The dinner will be held on the premises of the Embassy of the Republic of Poland in Prague, 
Valdštejnská 8 (special invitations).
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Speakers
Derek Averre
 
Derek Averre is Director of the Centre for Russian and East European Studies, University of 
Birmingham. His main research interests centre on Russian foreign and security policy, Russia-
Europe relations and arms control/non-proliferation issues, and he has written numerous journal 
articles and book chapters and presented widely in the US and Europe on these topics. He is the 
manager of an ongoing project on arms control and economic transition, funded externally by the 
UK government. Dr Averre also serves as a member of the Editorial Board of the journal European 
Security.

Fraser Cameron 

Fraser Cameron is a former European Commission advisor and well known policy analyst and 
commentator on EU and international affairs. He is Director of the EU-Russia Centre, Director 
of EuroFocus-Brussels, Adjunct Professor at the Hertie School of Governance in Berlin, and 
Senior Advisor to the European Policy Centre (EPC). He is an advisor to the BBC and to the 
UK government’s Higher Education Panel on Europe. He was formerly Director of the EU-
China academic network. Dr Cameron has lectured widely to business, academic and media 
audiences around the world. He has been a visiting professor at several universities and is the 
author of several books and articles on the EU and external relations. His recent books include 
An Introduction to European Foreign Policy, The Future of Europe and US Foreign Policy after the 
Cold War (all published by Routledge).

Dmitry Danilov

Dmitry Danilov works as Head of the Department for European Security Studies in the Institute of 
Europe, Russian Academy of Sciences in Moscow. He is Vice-President, Association of European 
Studies (AES). Previously (1982-1989) worked in the analytic cell of the General Staff. Author of 
about 100 publications. Took part in preparation of analytical reports for state and governmental 
bodies of Russia and for international organisations. Headed from the Russian side the common 
research project undertaken in 1996-1998, following ministerial indications, by Institute for Security 
Studies of the Western European Union and Institute of Europe of the Russian Academy of 
Sciences with the purpose of finding the ways and modalities for enhanced relationship between 
the RF and WEU/EU. Received a state grant “for distinguished academics” (for 2000-2003). 
Specialises in problems of European security institutions, military-political aspects of transatlantic 
relationship, Russian security policy; also published some works on peace-keeping and conflict 
prevention as well as defence economics. 

Peter Duncan

Peter Duncan is Senior Lecturer in Contemporary Russian Politics and Society at the School of 
Slavonic and East European Studies, University College London.  Dr Duncan was previously 
a tutor at Glasgow University and a temporary lecturer at the University College of Wales, 
Aberystwyth, before being appointed to the Soviet Foreign Policy Programme at Chatham 
House. His current research is on the relationship between internal change and foreign policy 
development in the Russian Federation, from El’tsin to Putin. This considers the rise and nature 
of Russian nationalism, the rise and fall of the oligarchs, the effects of leadership change and the 
impact of authoritarianism. He is writing a book on this for Routledge. Other books include The 
Soviet Union and India (1989), Russian Messianism: Third Rome, Revolution, Communism and 
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After (2000) and Convergence and Divergence: Russia and Eastern Europe into the Twenty-First 
Century (edited, 2007).

Adam Eberhardt
 
Adam Eberhardt is Deputy Director of the Centre for Eastern Studies (OSW). He graduated from 
Warsaw University, holds Ph.D. in International Relations. Earlier, he worked as Head of Research 
Office at the Polish Institute of International Affairs (PISM) and as foreign correspondent of the 
Polish Press Agency (PAP) to Moscow. His main area of research includes domestic and foreign 
policies of Russia, Belarus and Ukraine. Recent major publication: Revolution that Never Was. 
Five Years of ‘Orange’ Ukraine (“Policy Briefs”, OSW, Nov. 2009).

yury Fedorov

Yury Fedorov is Associate Fellow of the Russia and Eurasia Program in The Royal Institute of 
International Affairs (Chatham House) and Associate Fellow of the Association for International 
Affairs (AMO). Up to January 2006 Professor of the Moscow State Institute of International 
Relations (MGIMO). Living in Prague. Author and editor of a number of books and numerous 
articles and research papers published in Russia, the USA and Europe. His main research 
interests are focused on Russia’s strategic culture, foreign and security policy.

Petr Luňák
 
Petr Luňák is currently working as Deputy Section Head of the Outreach Section of the NATO 
Public Diplomacy Division where he oversees public diplomacy endeavors vis-a-vis partner 
countries such as Russia, Belarus, Moldova as well as native Czech Republic. Member of 
the Czech Foreign Service, he was Deputy Head of the Planning Staff of the Foreign Ministry 
before joining the NATO International Secretariat in 2000. Mr. Luňák holds a Ph.D. from Charles 
University where he taught International Relations and Modern History. 

Tomáš Karásek

Tomáš Karásek is Director of the Research Center at the Association for International Affairs. He 
earned his master degree and Ph.D. in International Relations at the Faculty of Social Sciences, 
Charles University in Prague (where he also graduated from the Law Faculty). Since 2004 he has 
been a lecturer at the Faculty’s Department of International Relations. He has been involved in 
research activities and has coordinated several grants on the topic of European security. In 2009 
he spent his sabbatical in Shanghai where he taught at Fudan University. From September 2009 
to June 2010 he was a Fulbright scholar at the Saltzman Institute of War and Peace Studies, 
Columbia University in New York. 

Marek Menkiszak
 
Marek Menkiszak is Head of the Russian Department at Centre for Eastern Studies (OSW), 
Warsaw, Poland. He holds M.A. in International Relations, he had graduated from University 
of Warsaw (1995). Between the years 1995 – 2003 he was a faculty member of Institute of 
International Relations and Strategic Studies Study Group; since 2000 he works in the Center for 
Eastern Studies (OSW), Russian Department. His specialization is foreign and security policy of 
the Russian Federation, NIS area problems, European security and strategic studies. He wrote 
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numerous articles on those topics. Since 1994 he is a member of author’s staff of  the “Strategic 
Yearbook”. 

Arkady Moshes
Arkady Moshes is Programme Director for Russia in the Regional and Global Context Research 
Programme at the Finnish Institute of International Affairs in Helsinki. Before moving to Finland in 
2002, he had been since 1988 working in the Institute of Europe in Moscow. His expertise areas 
include Russian-European relations, Russia’s policy towards the Western CIS and Baltic States, 
internal and foreign policy of Ukraine and Belarus, and region-building in the Baltic and Black Sea 
regions. He has been a guest lecturer at several universities and institutes and has authored over 
100 academic and analytical publications. He holds a Ph.D. in History of International Relations from 
the Academy of Sciences of the USSR. Recent publications include “Practise what you preach. The
prospects for visa freedom in Russia-EU relations” (FIIA Report no. 18, 2009) and “EU-Russia 
relations: unfortunate continuity” (European Issues, no. 129, 2009).

Andrei Piontkovsky

Andrei Piontkovsky is Leading Researcher at the Institute for System Analysis, Russian 
Academy of Sciences. Between the years 2005-2009 he worked as Visiting Senior Fellow at 
Hudson Institute in Washington DC. During 1992-2006 he was Director of Strategic Studies 
Center in Moscow. He is the author of numerous publications such as Unloved Country (2005), 
Another Look into Putin’s Soul (2006) or Russian Identity (2008), as a commentator he regularly 
cooperates with Radio Liberty Moscow, BBC World Service or RTV 1. He is a member of American 
Mathematical Society and International Pen-Club.

Dmitry Suslov
 
Dmitry Suslov performs as Deputy Director for Research at the Council on Foreign and Defense 
Policy (since 2004) and as Deputy Director and Research Fellow at the Center for Comprehensive 
European and International Studies (since 2006), which belongs to the State University – High 
School of Economics. In both organizations he conducts research on various issues of World 
Politics and International Relations, including US global strategy and Russia-US relations, 
problems of governance of the international system, EU evolution and policies and Russia-EU 
relations, problems of European, Atlantic and Eurasian security, Russian foreign policy. He also 
acts as a regular consultant of the Russian government institutions and business enterprises on 
the US-Russia relations, EU affairs and politics, as well as on EU-Russia relations. Mr. Suslov has 
co-authored several books, many analytical reports (among the latest ones is Reconfiguration, 
Not Just a Reset: Russia’s Interests in Relations with the United States of America. Moscow, 
2009), and published numerous articles in Russian and foreign academic magazines and press 
on Russia-EU and Russia-US relations, as well as broader issues of International Relations and 
World Politics. 
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Conference Team
Tomáš Karásek   
Conference Coordinator   
  

Director of the Research Center 
Association for International Affairs

Maria Staszkiewicz

     

Director
Association for International Affairs

Nela Srstková

Logistics and Accomodation
Association for International Affairs

Tereza Hátleová

Conference Service
Association for International Affairs

Jakub Eberle

Press and Communication
Association for International Affairs

Conference Staff, Association for International Affairs

Ludvík Eger, David Příhoda, Yvette Sanderová, Oleg Shenshyn, Jan Trnka, Eva Vaculíková, 
Jakub Živanský

We would like to thank all those whose help and cooperation have made this conference 
possible.
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Association for International Affairs (AMO) is a preeminent independent think-tank in the Czech Republic in 
the field of international affairs and foreign policy. The mission of AMO is to contribute to a deeper 
understanding of international affairs through a broad range of educational and research activities. Today, 
AMO represents a unique and transparent platform in which academics, business people, policy makers, 
diplomats, the media and NGO’s can interact in an open and impartial environment.

IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE ITS GOALS AMO STRIVES TO:
■ formulate and publish briefings, research and policy papers
■ arrange international conferences, expert seminars, roundtables, public debates
■ organize educational projects
■ present critical assessment and comments on current events for local and international press
■ create vital conditions for growth of a new expert generation
■ support the interest in international relations among broad public
■ cooperate with like-minded local and international institutions

RESEARCH CENTER
Founded in October 2003, the AMO‘s Research Center has been dedicated to carrying out research and 
raising public awareness of international affairs, security and foreign policy. The Research Center 
strives to identify and analyze issues important to Czech foreign policy and the country‘s position in the 
world. To this end, the Research Center produces independent analyses; encourages expert and public 
debate on international affairs; and suggests solutions to tackle problems in today‘s world. The Center‘s 
activities can be divided into two main areas: First, the Center undertakes research and analysis of foreign 
policy issues. Second, the Center fosters dialogue with the policy-makers, expert community and broad 
public.

Association 
for International Affairs

www.amo.cz
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